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Accessing the Science of Tree Benefits

www.itreetools.org
Sessions 1 & 2 now online!
Exercises available
Use Chat for questions
Office hours (3/30 and 4/20 @ 
1:00)
Certificates of completion 
available after Academy close

www.itreetools.org
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Plan for today

1. Introduce the online canopy tools
2. i-Tree Canopy Demo
3. i-Tree Canopy for change analysis
4. OurTrees Demo

Delivery Team
Jason Henning
Eric Greenfield
Krista Heinlin
Dave Bloniarz
Jay Heppler
Scott Maco
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The 2023 i-Tree Suite of Tools
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LandscapeOurTrees Canopy

Core canopy tools
MyTree Planting Design

Core individual tree tools

i-Tree Tools that can be used internationally

*

*

*

*
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i-Tree Tool Relationships

Eco: Tree/Population 
Ecosystem Services 
Calculator

Cover multipliers: 
Structure and 
benefits per unit 
area of tree cover
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OurTreesLandscape

Canopy
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What does i-Tree Canopy give you?
Structure: Estimate of canopy and other 
landcover with standard error

Function and value: Ecosystem service estimates 
for carbon, hydrology, and air pollution
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Why measure tree canopy?
• The first step in managing 

your community’s trees
• Establish a baseline
• Set goals
• Quickly estimate ecosystem 

services at scale
• Where is your community

headed?
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The science of i-Tree Canopy
Statistics Benefits multipliers

Carbon methods
Hydrology and air pollution methods
Statistics calculations

https://www.itreetools.org/documents/112/Air_Pollutant_Removals_Biogenic_Emissions_and_Hydrologic_Estimates_for_iTree_v6_Applications.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/documents/559/i-Tree_Canopy_Carbon_Storage_and_Sequestration.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/documents/112/Air_Pollutant_Removals_Biogenic_Emissions_and_Hydrologic_Estimates_for_iTree_v6_Applications.pdf
https://canopy.itreetools.org/references
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Example: Ward level canopy assessments in the UK

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/i-tree-eco/uk-urban-canopy-cover/
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Example:
Canopy Change in Crystal River, FL 

2005 2015

Protect & Maintain Existing Trees
• Develop and maintain tree protection ordinance 

and conservation easements.
• Ensure proper pruning in utility corridors.

Minimize & Restore Urban Tree Canopy Lost to Age, 
Mortality & Land Conversion

• Specify strategies within a Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan

• Adopt subdivision, zoning, and landscape 
ordinances.

Promote Public Education & Awareness
• Promote tree benefits (e.g., community website, 

newsletter, water bill insert)
• Promote proper tree planting
• Develop or participate in tree planting campaigns

Plant New Trees 
• Identify and prioritize planting sites community-

wide
• Assess species diversity needs.
• Identify how trees will be maintained

36.1% 36.3%
Report Prepared By: Erin Givens, ering@nrpsforesters.com
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Key features of i-Tree Canopy

• Flexible 
• Precise results
• Quick turnaround
• Recent imagery
• Establish a baseline and set 

goals
• Change analysis
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OurTrees

We’ve already done 
the hard work for 
selected geographies 
in the US.
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